"0 1 P. 



\y. HAY 1 7 2002 i 

% # 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENT / Attorney Docket No. 006969-020810 




In re application of: 

SOTOS 

Application No.: 10/007,156 

Filed: December 5, 2001 

For: METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR 
IDENTIFYING EXPERTISE 



Art Unit: 2162 
PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 



RECEIVED 

MAY 2 3 2002 
Technology Center 2100 



Prior to examination of the above-referenced application, please enter the 
following amendments and remarks. 



IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please replace the paragraph starting on page 2, line 12, with the following 

amended paragraph: 

-According to the present invention, a technique including a method and 
system for identifying an entity with an expertise is provided. In an example, the 
invention provides a method for web based searching of a database or databases in the 
health care field. The database can be selected from custom or commercial databases, 
e.g., Medline, etc.~ 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please replace claim 20 with the following amended claim: 



1 20. (Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the entities affiliated 

2 with one or more documents include institutions affiliated with the one or more 

3 documents. 
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